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Canada's new Abuse-Free Sport Program

Marie-Claude Asselink (CEo, Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada)

Marie-Claude is the Chief Executive Officer of the Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of
Canada (SDRCC) since 2007. She studied in Physical Activity Sciences, in Sociology and
in Conflict Management. She previously worked as Manager of Education at the World
Anti-Doping Agency and held responsibilities in Games management, high performance
services and athlete services at the Canadian Olympic Committee.

Under her leadership, the SDRCC launched the Canadian Sport Helpline, a listening and
referral service for sport participants experiencing or witnessing abuse, harassment or
discrimination. Marie-Claude also led the creation of an Investigation Unit, providing sport
organizations access to independent and qualified investigators to address harassment and
abuse complaints. In 2021, further to a public call for proposals, the SDRCC was granted
the mandate by the Government of Canada to implement a national independent
mechanism to prevent and address harassment and abuse in sport. Canada’s new
Abuse-Free Sport program began its operations on June 20, 2022.
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Canada's new Abuse-Free Sport Program
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